
Kindergarten 
Preview
March 17, 2025

Welcome!
 

Principal 
Thurman



Outcomes
● To provide information about our 

kindergarten program

● To provide parents and guardians 
an opportunity to ask questions 
related to our kindergarten 
program and school

What does our kindergarten 
program offer?

• Skilled teachers prepared to meet 
the needs of young students

• Excellent curriculum and resources
• Multiple opportunities to learn and 

grow
• A developmentally appropriate 

learning environment
• All Day Kindergarten 

(8:15am-2:30pm)



We Are the 
Mustangs!

         Home & School
Co-Presidents: Julianne Fox & Angela Rose Garcia 

Co-Vice Presidents: Sabrina Corson & Krystel Marshall 

Treasurer: Carol Cantor 

Secretary: Caroline Connell



Mill Street Home & School 
As a parent or guardian of a Mill Street Elementary student, you are automatically a member of the Mill Street 
Home & School Association (H&S). 

What is H&S ? 

A connection.  As parents of Mill Street students, we encourage & facilitate a cooperative partnership among our 
students, parents/guardians, and school staff and administration to support and enhance the school experience 
of each student.  

H&S is our school’s version of a PTO or PTA, except there are no dues -- just an open invitation to stay informed 
and get involved at whatever level you can.

Our Home & School mission is to promote closer cooperation & communication between school and home 
for the education of our students. 

Volunteer Programs & Fundraising

● H&S currently operates 35 
committees. 

● We host 4 Home & School 
General Meetings per year. 

● We’d love for you to get 
involved! 



      Mill Street Communications
Type Frequency

Talk 203 Mustang 
Minutes

Weekly via email each Monday 
morning

Principal Parent 
Newsletter

Monthly from Ms. Thurman

Canvas Classroom Sites Ongoing from teachers

Mill Street School 
Website

www.naperville203.org/millstreet

Virtual Backpack Weekly via email from District

www.cheddarup.com  
Email and website link

As needed to fill volunteer opportunities 
in each grade level as well as a sign-up for 
before school activities

Home & School 

@MillStreetElementary

@MillStreeHome&School

     Mill Street Communications 
Directory Spot

Mill Street’s 
Online Directory 

Cheddar Up
Mill Street’s Payment Platform

http://www.cheddarup.com/


Important Details 
➔ School Supply Kits 

◆ Ordering available today through June 22nd via School Tool Box
◆ All supplies are delivered directly to Mill Street and will be in your 

child’s classroom on the 1st day of school.

➔ Available for purchase today:
◆ Kindergarten Red Tote Bag + headphone bundle $20 (Required )
◆ Class of 2031 Kindergarten T-shirts ($13) & Mill Street T-shirts ($13)

➔ Save the Date!
◆ Kindergarten Popsicles on the Playground

● Friday, August 8th @ 1 pm
◆ New Family Tours

● Friday, August 8th @ 9 am
◆ Back-to-School Ice Cream Social and Teacher Meet & Greet

● Tuesday, August 12th in the afternoon
◆ New Family Coffee

● Friday, August 22nd @ 8:30 am

How do I enroll 
my child?

● Visit Naperville203.org/Kindergarten
● Click on Enrollment Intake form
● Complete and submit the form
● You will receive an email with next 

steps (within 48 hours)



What is 
required before 

I enroll?
● Children must be 5 years old on 

or before September 1, 2025

● All Students-verify residency 
through the online enrollment 
process

May I choose half 
day?

Yes-Families may choose half day. 

Program specifics:
•Attend at your home school as 
part of the full day class

•Begin school at 8:15; dismiss at 
approximately 10:45

•Participate in instruction 
scheduled during those hours



What do kindergarten 
specials look like?

Art…once per week
(50 minutes)

Music …twice per week
(25 minutes)

P.E….twice per week
(25 minutes)

Eligibility for Bus 
Transportation

• The District provides bussing for all families 
who live 1.5 miles or more from their home 
school.

• In some special circumstances, families who 
cross streets designated as hazardous are 
also provided bussing.



What would my child 
experience in Spanish 

Dual Language?
The philosophy of the Naperville School District Dual Language Program is 
to educate our students to become bilingual, bi-literate, and multicultural 
in this ever increasing global society.
In addition to the components of the all day model, Dual Language 
students will experience:

● Literacy and content (Math, Science, Social Studies) learning 
in two languages throughout the whole day using the same 
curriculum as the general education classes. (In 
Kindergarten, 80% of instruction is conducted in Spanish 
with built-in language support for students who are 
learning Spanish as an additional language.)

● Opportunities to learn about the cultures of the Spanish 
and English-speaking worlds.

How can I enroll my child in 
Dual Language?

Available at our school or in the magnet program:
• Enroll your child in Kindergarten by Friday, March 21,  

2025  to be entered in the lottery
• Mark that you want your child to be considered for the 

Dual Language program on the enrollment form
• Lottery results will be emailed on April 11, 2025
• Younger siblings of current Dual Language students are 

given priority enrollment (they must be fully enrolled 
by March 21,  2025 as well )

• Classroom Makeup:  Approximately 50% students who 
speak English or other languages at home and 50% 
students who speak Spanish at home



Dual Language Sites
Sites for students from attendance area only:
Beebe   Mill Street    Elmwood    Steeple Run

Magnet sites for all others who wish to participate in 
the Dual Language Program: River Woods

Want to learn more ?
Visit the district website www.naperville203.org 

(Academics-->Dual-Language-->Kindergarten Information)

Lottery application deadline is Friday, March 21, 2025

Meet our Kindergarten Team 

http://www.naperville203.org/


• Build confidence
• Build independence
• Build stamina
• Taking risks
• Promote 

self-regulation skills

How to Prepare for a Smooth Transition

Building a Love of Literacy and Math
Literacy 

• Write their first name and know some  letters and sounds
• Read aloud to your child and talk about books
• Share your love of reading
• Recognize print in the environment
• Encourage storytelling and story writing using pictures

Math
• Count and recognize numbers
• Play games that involve numbers and counting
• Sort objects by size, shape and color
• Look for patterns in everyday objects
• Create sets of objects



A program that…  
• is grounded in research and best practices.
• engages the whole child. 
• integrates social emotional learning and academic 

content. 
• guides and differentiates using the learning  

standards. 
• allows for the authentic application of skills through 

play. 

Play to Learn



mathematical language

planning and building

Play to Learn

problem solving

strategic reading

Play to Learn



friendship and 
teamwork

collaboration and 
negotiation

Play to Learn

imagination and 
participation

deep thoughtful 
conversations

Play to Learn



Play to Learn

purposeful writing exploring and discovery

Typical 
Kindergarten
 Morning

Typical 
Kindergarten
Afternoon

A Kindergarten Day



Kindergarten 
Lunch

At lunch, kindergarteners…

• Have a 40 min. lunch/recess period
• May bring lunch or purchase lunch
• Will eat in the MPR with support from staff
• Accommodations are made for students with food allergies

Helping your student prepare for eating lunch at school:

• Students should be able to eat within the allotted time.         
• Students should be independent in eating and managing containers.  

(Staff will provide support in opening containers as needed.)

Breakfast is also provided for those who opt for that meal. 

• Information about menus and purchasing school meals will come via 
email.

Bussing - Enter the back of the building 
• Provided for families who live 1.5 miles or more from their home school
• Bus stop locations & Information available on Infinite Campus as of Aug 13 

Day Care Transportation - Enter the back of the building 
• Provided by various businesses

Walking or Carpool Drop Off - Enter the front of the building 
• Students can be designated as walkers and must be escorted to and from school by an adult
• Students can also be driven to school and dropped off in the front of the building 

Getting to and from school



AM Carpool
● Parent remains in the car - we have staff to assist in the carpool lane 
● Your child should sit behind the passenger for easy access to exit the car 
● No cell phone use in the carpool lane 

Day 1 & 2 of school
● All Kindergarten students meet in the MPR 
● Teachers will meet students in the MPR and walk them to the classroom 
● Ensure your child knows their teacher’s name 

Arrival after day 2
● Students enter the building after 8:00 AM either in the front of the building (carpool & walkers) or the back 

of the building (bus riders) 

Late arrival - After 8:15 AM
● Must be signed in by an adult in the main office  

Arrival Procedures

Kindergarten Red Tote
Why?

● Safety-identify k-students

● Packing and unpacking ease

● Used for winter gear

● Can be personalized



● Dismissal time for Kindergarten and 1st grade students is at 2:25 PM 
● Kindergarten teachers and other staff will escort students either to the 

buses, Champions after school care or the front for carpool and parent 
pickup for walkers 

● Teachers will provide tags for student bags to indicate their method of 
transportation 

● All changes in transportation must be made in writing (email or note) or 
via phone call to the office no later than 2:00 PM 

Carpool Pickup - Front of the building 
● Have your child’s name displayed in your front windshield to assist with 

locating students 
● Pull as far forward as you possibly can. We will bring your child to you :)

Dismissal Procedures

Welcome from 
the Health Office

Certified School Nurse  
Holds professional educator license endorsed in 
school nursing in Illinois
● Promotes the physical, mental, emotional and social well being of 

students by providing comprehensive school health services.

Health Technician
CPR and first aid certified
● Works under the direction of the School Nurse; provides 

first aid treatment, including energency care.



Health Requirements: 
Physical Exam

● All physical exam and immunization requirements 
should be fulfilled prior to the first day of school.

● Exam must be performed within 1 year prior to the 
first day of school.

● May be completed by licensed physician, nurse 
practitioner, or physician’s assistant.

● Health history portion must be completed and signed 
by parent for physical to be valid.

Health Requirements: 
Immunizations

● Immunizations must be up-to-date and 
verified by a healthcare practitioner



Health Requirements: 
Vision Exam

● The vision requirement should be fulfilled prior to 
the first day of school. 

● Exam must be performed within 1 year prior to 
the first day of school

● To be completed by an licensed optometrist or 
ophthalmologist.

Health Requirements: 
Dental Exam

● Required by May 14, 2026

● May be performed any time within the 18-month 
period prior to the due date (November 15, 
2024-May 15, 2026).



Procedure for Ill 
Students

● Attendance
● Fever: A temperature of 

100.3°F is considered a fever
● Undiagnosed Rashes

● Head Injuries
● Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye)
● Medication
● Emergency Contacts

Students must be HEALTHY to 
be EDUCATED and EDUCATED to 
be HEALTHY

● Working together is ideal!

● Please feel free to contact your 
school nurse with any concerns 
or questions regarding individual 
student health situations.



Mill Street Office:

Amelia Galindo - Principal Secretary
Monika Bicker - Building Secretary
Renee Hicks - Clerical Assistant

Regular hours:  8:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Questions?


